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Still Mired in Politics 



By Ann Devroy 

Washington Post Staff Writer 

Even if Republicans retreat on their vow to keep gov- 
ernment closed, the fundamental disagreement between 
congressional Republicans and the White House about a 
balanced budget remains unchanged. After hours and 
hours of talks, the attempt to reach a bipartisan agree- 
ment remains mired in a bog of ideology, political histo- 
ry, presidential campaign tactics and factionalized party 
politics. 

As the two sides resume their talks today, they are 
hampered by divisions in their respective camps, earlier 
campaign pledges that limit their freedom to maneuver 
and a shared urge to come away from the table as the 
side that stuck by its principles. These factors make it 
extremely difficult to find a middle ground between two 
positions and agree on a compromise. 

A momentary exchange illustrates that. When the is- 
sue of using a revision in the consumer price index to 
raise more revenue and cut some spending came up at 
one of the White House sessions last week. House Mi- 
nority Leader Richard A. Gephardt (D-Mo.) reportedly 
“squashed it like a bug,” arguing that Democrats were 
not about to pare back Social Security benefits, one re- 
sult of such a revision. 

President Clinton, Republican sources said, had actual- 
ly been the first one to raise the possibility in a phone 
conversation with House Speaker Newt Gingrich (R-Ga.) 
weeks ago. But many Democrats are adamantly opposed 
because of the effect on Social Security, and if Gephardt 
had not leaped to kill the idea, a legion of other Demo- 
crats was prepared to “keep Clinton honest,” as one put 
it. 

They were armed with clippings and videos from the 
1992 Florida presidential primary, when Clinton merci- 
lessly beat up on Paul Tsongas for proposing such a CPI 
revision. 




House Budget Committee Chairman John R. Xas ch (R-Ohio) enters Senate 
Majority Leader Robert J. Doie’s office for a GOP strategy session. 
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